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Perhaps you already know this story. Perhaps the long history of Dr. Nigel Gray’s work in tobacco control is familiar to you. Perhaps you followed his work, appreciated it, or 
even contributed to it as it was happening. Or perhaps you were surprisingly unaware of the 
quiet contributions over many years at a very high level by a committed and talented indi-
vidual to the fraught and complex issue of tobacco control. Dr. Nigel Gray, from Victoria, 
Australia created and supported many significant public health policies, campaigns, and 
institutional models to deal with the tobacco industry, tobacco advertising, and tobacco 
control at both domestic Australian and international levels. His key career milestones 
started in the 1960s when he served as Director of the Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria, 
turning it (in the words of its former president) “from a highly respected medical charity 
into a cancer control enterprise” and it was at this time that anti-smoking messages started 
to appear in the local Australian media. Dr. Gray worked internationally from that time, 
serving as a member of the World Health Organisation Panel of Cancer Experts and lead-
ing the UICC Tobacco Control Committee from the 1970s into the 1990s. He influenced 
broader cancer control initiatives too. Australians will fondly remember the Slip, Slop, Slap 
campaign (Slip on a T-shirt, Slop on some sunscreen and Slap on a hat) against skin cancer, 
a problem in the sunburnt country and a campaign that tickled the local sense of humor. 
The Cancer Council Victoria’s tribute to him lists some of his key anti-tobacco achieve-
ments in which he “galvanised cancer societies and others worldwide into campaign mode 
against the tobacco industry, instigated the use of forceful anti-smoking ads, and pressed 
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for health warnings, played a crucial role in bans on tobacco advertising, helped establish 
robust behavioural research in both cancer and smoking, including the use of surveys, led 
development of the first comprehensive policy approaches to tobacco control for both the 
Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) and World Health Organization, led the 
first programs to promote action on tobacco globally, including in developing countries”. 
The scene was set for the current paradigm of tobacco control. For those of us that did not 
have the privilege of knowing Dr. Gray personally, some comments from those who did 
add to the portrait of the man that emerges from the tributes to him. The Cancer Council 
Victoria’s chief executive, Todd Harper describes a combination of “rigorous science, clear 
thinking and [a] ‘legendary debonair’ approach” in persuading health ministers to sup-
port anti-tobacco legislation. A delightful tactic; Sun Tzu would have approved. Professor 
David Hill AO, former CEO of the Cancer Council Victoria and past president of the UICC 
describes an “extraordinary mix of establishment persona and radical thinker”, a powerful 
mix indeed. Dr. Nigel Gray died on December 20, 2014, still an active member of WHO’s 
advisory committee on tobacco product regulation; what good fortune we had him.
